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In the late 1960, a ociet wa undergoing ocial upheaval, tudio craft in the United State wa
puhing boundarie in term of influence, ubject, and material exploration. The public face of
tudio craft—a the focu of exhibition, theoretical contemplation, and public appreciation—got a
boot when SC Johnon endored a project to build a collection that would “promote the American
object maker.” 

Thi collection—aembled b art dealer Lee Nordne and then Mueum of Contemporar Craft
(now Mueum of Art and Deign) director Paul Smith—traveled the countr a OBJECTS: USA before
being ditributed, in the wa of gift, to everal intitution. Accompanied b a ubtantial book with
image and artit biographie, a well a a ale catalogue titled art/object: ua and an hour-long
movie, thi combination of over 300 work made of o-called craft material traveled to 20 US and 14
international venue on it multi-ear tour that began in 1969. The exhibition introduced a broader
public to the poibilitie of media mot often aociated with function not intellectual, aethetic, or
material invetigation. OBJECTS: USA alo offered a new wa for undertanding thoe work and their
maker. 

Drawing on RAM’ collection, a well a generou lender from the Racine area, OBJECTS REDUX
celebrate the 50th anniverar of OBJECTS: USA b combining work from the original touring
exhibition with work b man of the ame artit produced a part of the accompaning elling
program. Not onl i thi the firt time in 50 ear that thee particular work have been aembled, it
i alo the firt time that thee original exhibition work have been back on dipla in the ame
galler. Artit whoe work are featured include Wendell Catle, Arline Fich, Trud Guermonprez,
Sam Maloof, Walter Nottingham, Don Reitz, and Dorian Zachai.

 

Image: Wendell Catle, Dek (Silver Leaf Dek), 1967
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