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Racine Art Museum presents In-Depth: Rosita Johanson

Rosita Johanson, Garden of Eden, ca. 1990-1995. Dyed cotton fabric, dyed cotton thread, metallic thread and acrylic paint. Racine Art Museum, Gift of Mobilia
Gallery, Cambridge, MA. Photo: Jon Bolton, Racine, WI.

RACINE, WIS.- Opened October 21, 2013 through February 3, 2013, the Racine Art Museum exhibition Collection Focus: Rosita Johanson offers an
in-depth experience of the work of late Canadian artist Rosita Johanson (1937-2007). A dressmaker by trade, fiber artist Johanson applied her natural
ability of working with thread and fabric to creating colorful, embroidered narratives full of people, animals, and activity. This Collections Focus series solo
exhibition at the Racine Art Museum offers 20 works created in the 1990s and early 2000s that together form an archive of Johanson's working methods
and her subject matter over a prolonged period of time.

Drawing on childhood memories, her imagination, and stories her father told her, as well as some topical political and social issues, Johanson would piece
together compositions using appliqué, machine embroidery, and hand-stitching. Her small scale designs (sizes range from 3 x 4 to 8 x 8 inches), which
often began as sketches, culminated in layers of thread and fabric.

As an artist, Johanson was largely self-taught-she learned many of her methods of working from a lifetime of being near people interested in fiber and
thread, and through her own investigations as an adult. She had two primary methods for executing her compositions-a combination of hand and machine
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stitching or punch needle embroidery (also known as loop pile embroidery), which creates a surface similar to a miniature pile carpet. In addition, her
textiles exhibit a strong interest in visual collage as she combined fabric with fiber and found object elements.

Johanson began presenting her work in professional venues in the mid-1980s. From 1984 through 1994 she regularly participated in outdoor art
exhibitions in Toronto. However, it was her inclusion in the 6th and 7th International Biennale of Miniature Textiles in Hungary (1986 and 1988) that led to
important international recognition of her work, including representation by Mobilia Gallery in Cambridge, Massachusetts. In addition to the Racine Art
Museum, Johanson's works are in the permanent collections of the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, and the Jean Lurçat Museum in Angers, France.
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What is the grotesque in art? Museo Picasso Málaga takes a close look at the
subject

Giacometti's "La Jambe" to be featured at Christie's Impressionist & Modern Art
Evening Sale

National Geographic Society to auction famous photos, art at Christie's in New
York

University of Pennsylvania Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology unwraps
mystery of mummy conservation
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Work by Gabriele Münter at the top, again...in Ketterer Kunst's opening autumn
sale

Exhibition explores work produced by female contemporary artists over the past
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Bonhams appoint international gem specialist Graeme Thompson Head of
Jewellery in Hong Kong

Thieves gamed security systems in Rotterdam heist, in and out in less than two
minutes

Bonhams Samurai arts selection a cut above, sale reveals interest in this
specialized field

French art fair ends on high note despite tax row, visitor numbers were up 3.7
percent

Portuguese artist Filipa César presents "The struggle is Not Over Yet" at Jeu de
Paume

Ori Gersht: Two Videos, installation opens at The Jewish Museum
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Most Popular Last Seven Days

1.- Archaeologists find twelve burials thought to be 1000 years old
in the State of Nayarit

2.- Kunsthal Rotterdam presents "Avant-Gardes: The collection of
the Triton Foundation"

3.- Paintings by Picasso, Monet, Gauguin and Matisse stolen from
Kunsthal Rotterdam

4.- Thieves that have an arty eye: Here's a look at some top art
heists over the decades

5.- Mexican archaeologists discover the tomb of a pre-hispanic
governor in Copalita

6.- Moon rock brings $330,000 to lead $1,066,000+ meteorite
event at Heritage Auctions

7.- Hollywood Unseen showcases an extraordinary collection of
hidden photographic gems

8.- Old master portraits open windows into the lives of African
individuals from all levels of European society

9.- Major exhibition of new works by Anish Kapoor on view at
Lisson Gallery in London

10.- Royal Portraits by Mario Testino on display together for first
time at National Portrait Gallery
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